Culberson County Groundwater Conservation District
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026- 2:00 PM CST
1300 W. Broadway, Van Horn, Texas 79855

REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 2:02 pm by Vice Chairman George Strickhausen. This meeting was held in person and was also available through Zoom.
2. Determination of a Quorum – Members present were Chairman Lane Brewster, Vice Chairman George Strickhausen, Director Lacey Koehn, and Director Samantha Davis. Also, present General Manager Haley Davis. A quorum was determined.  Members of the public and interested parties present are listed on the sign-in sheet attached.
3. Proof of Notice of Meeting – Proof of notice of the meeting was posted appropriately and timely.
4. Public Comment- 
· Lynne Richardson, expressed concerns regarding potential impacts to domestic well owners if groundwater availability declines. She discussed the financial burden associated with obtaining hauled water, including storage tanks and recurring delivery costs, should nearby residents experience reduced well production. Ms. Richardson requested consideration of long-term impacts to residents dependent on private wells and asked who would bear responsibility for water supply costs in a worst-case scenario involving groundwater decline.
· Jennifer Forman, referenced prior District discussions regarding desired future conditions, aquifer recharge, and domestic well impacts. She expressed concern regarding prolonged drought conditions and cited publicly available drought outlook information. Forman discussed concerns related to land disturbance, reduced natural infiltration, and aquifer recharge. Forman also referenced prior discussions regarding aquifer drawdown and requested consideration of whether the proposed workforce housing development could affect long-term groundwater sustainability. Forman asked the Board to consider potential impacts to residents dependent upon domestic wells and emphasized the importance of protecting local groundwater resources.
· Micah Voiers, identifying concerns raised by a state hydrologist discussed differences between agricultural irrigation water use and municipal/commercial water use. The speaker expressed concern that agricultural irrigation may allow a portion of water to return to the aquifer system through natural processes, while concentrated residential or commercial uses may result in water leaving the local system through treatment, evaporation, or disposal. Concerns were raised regarding groundwater sustainability, drought conditions, and precedent-setting for future developments involving concentrated water demand. Voiers also questioned whether all applicable permitting requirements had been satisfied.
· Jennifer Simmon, thanked the Board for accepting public comment and provided information regarding resolutions and legal efforts related to border wall development. The speaker encouraged the Board to consider long-term land use, community impacts, economic development patterns, and groundwater protection. Concerns were raised regarding precedent-setting and future high-density developments in the region.
· Jane Windler, echoed the previous comments made and stated we have greater things to lose if we don’t take a stand.
· Wini Hinnton-Chan, loves living here and seeing everyone show up to stand together against the man-camp coming in.
· Jessica Bartko, asked the District to stand firm and not be the first to fall to a big corporation.
· Billy Bartko, asked the board to uphold the integrity of the water district. Also stated some concerns with statements from the engineering company stating they had filed certain paperwork with Culberson County and TCEQ and it not being done. Other concerns being raised about pump testing being done but possibly being invalid if not done properly. Asked the board to gather information from TCEQ.
· Charlie Angel, a water utility professional, expressed concerns regarding the long-term impacts of the proposed workforce housing development and associated border wall activities. Angel discussed potential effects on regional land and water resources and encouraged the Board to consider the lasting consequences of its decision. Angel emphasized the importance of protecting local and regional resources for future generations.
· Jenna Cantrell, expressed concerns regarding environmental impacts associated with large-scale development projects. Drawing from personal experiences involving mining activities in West Virginia, she discussed long-term land disturbance, loss of water resources, and community impacts. Jenna encouraged the Board to consider potential long-term effects on groundwater resources and the region's residents.
· Michael Ryan, expressed concerns regarding potential impacts to shallow domestic wells, neighboring landowners, and regional groundwater sustainability. Ryan encouraged the Board to consider long-term implications of concentrated groundwater use and requested careful review of impacts to residents dependent upon groundwater resources.
· Katherine Vaughn, expressed concerns regarding the proposed workforce housing development and potential impacts to nearby communities. Vaughn discussed concerns related to emergency response capabilities, medical access, law enforcement availability, traffic, and groundwater resources. Vaughn encouraged the Board to consider long-term impacts to local residents and rural infrastructure.
· Sally Martin, thanked the Board for allowing public input and acknowledged the complexity of the matter before the District. She expressed concerns regarding the use of an agricultural permit to support a high-density workforce housing development and encouraged the Board to proceed cautiously. Martin requested additional hydrological analysis, including impacts to the aquifer and long-term sustainability considerations. Concerns were raised regarding precedent-setting, future groundwater governance, and protection of water resources for current and future generations.
· Courtney, stated that she supported and echoed concerns raised by previous speakers regarding groundwater protection, regional impacts, and long-term sustainability considerations associated with the proposed development.
· Sam Carson, urged the Board to advocate for the interests of local communities and groundwater resources. Carson encouraged the Board to carefully consider the long-term consequences of its decision and emphasized the importance of protecting the region's environmental and community interests.
· Anna Claire Beasley, expressed appreciation for the opportunity to comment and encouraged the Board to consider long-term groundwater impacts associated with the proposed development. Concerns were raised regarding water demand, sustainability, and the importance of evaluating peak demand scenarios and drought conditions. Beasley requested additional review and careful consideration of long-term regional impacts.
· Molly Walker, expressed concerns regarding long-term groundwater sustainability and the use of an agricultural permit to support a large workforce housing development. Walker discussed observed drought conditions, regional water scarcity, and concerns regarding impacts to domestic wells and future water availability. Walker requested additional hydrological review, consideration of climate and drought conditions, and consistent enforcement of permitting requirements to avoid future precedent-setting.
· Rachel Carvajal, expressed concerns regarding groundwater sustainability, regional water availability, and consistency in permitting practices. Carvajal requested careful evaluation of long-term impacts associated with concentrated groundwater use and encouraged the Board to consider effects on nearby residents and future groundwater availability.
· Yolanda Alvarado, expressed concerns regarding groundwater sustainability and long-term impacts to agricultural operations and domestic well users. Alvarado discussed the importance of protecting limited water resources in an arid region and encouraged the Board to carefully consider future implications of concentrated groundwater use. Alvarado requested protection of local water resources for current residents, ranching operations, and future generations.
· Rebecca Evans, expressed concerns regarding cumulative impacts of regional development on groundwater resources and community character in West Texas. Evans encouraged the Board to evaluate long-term implications of large-scale developments on rural communities and water sustainability and emphasized the importance of protecting natural resources for future generations.
· Michelle LeMond, expressed support for an objective and informed review process. She requested that the Board base its decision on applicable rules, facts, and evidence rather than public sentiment regarding the border wall project. Lemond emphasized the importance of fairness, consistency, and protection of property owners' rights within the District.
· Shari Sanders, expressed concerns regarding the proximity of the proposed workforce housing development to her residence and questioned reports concerning water supplies associated with border wall construction activities. Sanders encouraged the District to fully investigate groundwater-related issues and potential impacts to nearby residents before making a decision.
· Sha, expressed appreciation for the opportunity to provide comment and discussed increasing public and legislative attention regarding groundwater issues in West Texas. The speaker referenced regional groundwater concerns, recent legislative activity, and encouraged the Board to carefully consider long-term water management implications associated with concentrated groundwater demand.
· Nancy Sanchez, expressed concerns regarding dust, traffic, noise, and quality-of-life impacts associated with nearby development activity. Concerns were raised regarding heavy truck traffic, impacts to local residents, and long-term effects on the surrounding rural community.
5. Discuss/Act On: Approval of Minutes
a. April 22, 2026, Regular Meeting – Director Davis made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; with a second made by Director Koehn. All members were in favor and the motion passed.
6. Executive Session – Vice President Strickhausen called to enter executive session at 3:01 pm to speak with legal counsel.
7. Reconvene in Open Session – Vice President Strickhausen called to reconvene into Open Session at 3:50 pm, and announced no action was taken during Executive Session.
8. Discuss/Act On: Request for Waiver and Settlement related to Construction of the Border Wall and PGF #3 – Ropp, LLC’s HUPP 31A, Well S2 – Director Davis made a motion to direct the General Manager to investigate the status of TCEQ’s investigation of PGF’s requirements for public water system, and motion to table this action item; with a second made by Director Koehn. With Director Brewster abstaining from the vote, all members were in favor and the motion was tabled.
9. Discuss/Act On: General Manager’s Report 
a. Field Tech Report – Chanley let GM know there were no meter issues this month.
b. Information/Meetings – 
· GMA4 Meeting update – Districts worked together to set DFC’s that worked for all counties. We are in the waiting stage, and will need to have a hearing on this along with the District’s Management Plan in July.
· TAGD meeting Septemeber 1-3- Directors are invited and need to let GM know if they plan to attend to get registered. 
10. Discuss/Act On: Payment of Bills, and Bank Reconciliation – Director Koehn made a motion to pay all payment of bills as presented and accept bank reconciliations as presented; with a second made by Director Davis. All members were in favor and the motion passed.
11. Discuss/Act On: Next Meeting Agenda Items, Budget Workshop, and set June Meeting date – Next Regular meeting will be held June 10, 2026, at 2:00 pm, all other reoccurring items. 
12. Discuss/Act On: Lobo Aquifer – None.
13. Public Comment – 
· Michelle LeMond, stated that the applicant was not requesting additional groundwater beyond its existing historical use allocation and commented on the amount of water proposed to be utilized under the existing permit. The commenter emphasized the importance of considering factual information regarding the project's anticipated water demand.
· Jennifer Simmon, asked questions regarding projected water usage, the temporary nature of the proposed workforce housing project, whether groundwater production would cease upon completion of the project, and potential consequences if authorized production limits were exceeded.
· Board members and staff discussed estimated water demand, metering requirements, compliance monitoring, enforcement mechanisms, and the temporary nature of the proposed request.
· Nancy Sanchez, expressed concerns regarding potential impacts to neighboring property owners, construction-related disturbances, and the long-term implications of the proposed workforce housing development.
· Michelle LeMond, questioned whether projected water demand estimates accurately reflected anticipated occupancy levels and requested clarification regarding how actual water usage would be monitored.
· Board members and staff discussed groundwater production reporting requirements, monitoring procedures, and District authority regarding permitted groundwater use.
· Jenna Cantrell, requested clarification regarding the distinction between agricultural, residential, and industrial uses under District rules and how the proposed use would be classified.
· Board members and staff discussed applicable District rules, permit classifications, groundwater availability considerations, and the District's regulatory authority.

14. Adjournment- Vice Chairman Strickhausen called for a motion to adjourn at 4:16 pm. Director Koehn made a motion to adjourn; with a second made by Director Davis. All members were in favor and the motion passed.
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