Culberson County Groundwater Conservation District
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026- 2:00 PM CST
1300 W. Broadway, Van Horn, Texas 79855

REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 2:00 pm by Vice Chairman George Strickhausen. This meeting was held in person and was also available through Zoom.
2. Determination of a Quorum – Members present were Chairman Lane Brewster, Vice Chairman George Strickhausen, Director Lacey Koehn Director Cruz Parada, and Director Samantha Davis. Also, present General Manager Haley Davis. A quorum was determined.  Members of the public and interested parties present are listed on the sign-in sheet attached.
3. Proof of Notice of Meeting – Proof of notice of the meeting was posted appropriately and timely.
4. Public Comment- 
· Yolanda Alvarado expressed concerns regarding the Board's consideration of a settlement agreement and questioned how such an agreement would align with the District's current rules and Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code. She expressed concern that the settlement could set a precedent for future groundwater permit holders.
· Rebecca Evans expressed concerns regarding decisions that could be made by the Board and the potential impact those decisions may have on future projects seeking to locate within the District.
· Ivy Whitener referenced complaints that had been filed with TCEQ and asked whether the Board could address those matters.
· Sabrina Maloney expressed concerns regarding groundwater availability, and the potential impacts of the proposed project's water use on nearby residents. She stated that water availability is already a concern regardless of whether the project proceeds, requested clear written plans regarding construction activities, and encouraged the Board to continue monitoring and reporting on the project.
· Wini Hinnton-Chan expressed concerns regarding the Board entering into a settlement agreement when the District's rules do not provide a clear process for doing so.
· Jennifer Simmon discussed complaints filed with TCEQ and encouraged the Board to continue investigating the proposed project to ensure compliance with all applicable requirements. She also encouraged the Board to consider whether additional rules may be needed to protect groundwater resources from future large-scale projects.
· Jessica Bartko expressed concern that only approximately 30 days had passed since the previous Board meeting and questioned whether the company had completed the necessary requirements during that time.
· Molly Walker expressed concerns regarding the protection of the District's groundwater resources and questioned how the proposed action would benefit the District.
· Lynne Richardson expressed concerns regarding the potential impacts of the proposed project on residents of Lobo and requested information regarding anticipated groundwater drawdown and aquifer replenishment rates.
· Billy Bartko encouraged the Board to continue pursuing the TCEQ investigation. He stated that he did not believe the proposed project would benefit Culberson County and asked the Board to consider the potential long-term impacts the project could have on the county.
· Micah Voiers expressed concerns regarding whether the company was complying with applicable rules and requirements.
· Chris Franks encouraged the Groundwater Conservation District to consider adopting rules that would prohibit groundwater use for border wall construction, workforce housing (man camps), and AI data centers. He also asked the Board to consider the concerns expressed by members of the public.
· Bernadette Devine encouraged the Board to continue protecting the District's groundwater resources.
· Kelsey Wogan expressed concerns that the proposed project would not create meaningful employment opportunities for residents and could leave the community in a worse condition without providing significant benefits to local Border Patrol personnel.
· Katie Smither encouraged the Board to consider rules that would prohibit large-scale industrial groundwater use for projects such as workforce housing (man camps), border wall construction, and AI data centers.
5. Discuss/Act On: Approval of Minutes
a. May 14, 2026, Regular Meeting – Director Koehn made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; with a second made by Director Parada. All members; with Director Brewster abstaining from the vote, the motion passed.
6. Presentation from the District Hydrogeologist on the Lobo Aquifer – Presentation made by Steve Finch will be attached with the minutes. No action taken. 
· Director Davis asked Steve Finch about line item #9 and PGF asking for the settlement agreement how does this affect the Lobo Aquifer? Steve- there is no increase being asked from PGF, and with our monitoring system the district there should be no effect on the Lobo Aquifer.
7. Executive Session – Vice President Strickhausen called to enter executive session at 3:06 pm to speak with legal counsel under section 551.701.
8. Reconvene in Open Session – Vice President Strickhausen called to reconvene into Open Session at 4:42 pm, and announced no action was taken during Executive Session.
· General Manager report from TCEQ as directed from the board during the May 14, 2026, meeting - At the direction of the Board, staff contacted the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to inquire about any review, determination, or regulatory requirements applicable to the proposed workforce housing development and the use of groundwater from PGF #3 – Ropp, LLC HUPP 31A, Well S2. Staff requested clarification on whether TCEQ had any determination regarding whether the proposed operation would be classified as a Public Water System (PWS), and whether any related permitting, compliance, monitoring, sampling, engineering, or operational requirements would apply under TCEQ jurisdiction. TCEQ staff responded that the proposed operation, as described, would meet the definition of a Public Water System and would therefore require submission of engineering plans and specifications, an engineering report, and applicable business plan components for review. TCEQ further advised that its review is focused on compliance with design standards and potable water quality requirements. TCEQ also provided standard language included in approval correspondence, clarifying that while TCEQ reviews public water system design and operation, groundwater conservation districts retain independent regulatory authority over groundwater management, including production, spacing, and permitting of wells. TCEQ’s authorization or review does not supersede or limit GCD authority under Texas Water Code Chapter 36. As of the date of this report, no formal written approval or final action letter has been received. Any additional correspondence or documentation received from TCEQ will be provided to the Board and entered into the official record for consideration. This report is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute a recommendation or position of the District regarding any matter pending before the Board.
9. Discuss/Act On: Request for Waiver and Settlement related to Construction of the Border Wall and PGF #3 – Ropp, LLC’s HUPP 31A, Well S2 – Director Davis made a motion to not accept the compromise agreement at this time; with a second made by Director Koehn. Three board members were in favor, one board member opposed, with Director Brewster abstaining; the motion passed.
10. Discuss/Act On: General Manager’s Report 
a. Field Tech Report – Chanley did his monthly meter reports, with nothing to report.
b. Monthly Meter Readings – No report.
c. Information/Meetings – 
· TAGD meeting September 1-3. Directors are invited and need to let GM know if they plan to attend to get registered. 
11. Discuss/Act On: Payment of Bills, and Bank Reconciliation – Director Koehn made a motion to pay all payment of bills as presented and accept bank reconciliations as presented; with a second made by Director Parada. All members were in favor and the motion passed.
12. Discuss/Act On: Next Meeting Agenda Items and set June Meeting date – Next Regular meeting will be held July 8, 2026, at 2:00 pm, all other reoccurring items. 
13. Discuss/Act On: Lobo Aquifer – None.
14. Public Comment – 
Public comments were made, and discussion was had between the public, board and staff regarding the border wall, man camp, and construction on Chispa Road. 
15. Adjournment- Vice Chairman Strickhausen called for a motion to adjourn at 5:08 pm. Director Koehn made a motion to adjourn; with a second made by Director Parada. All members were in favor and the motion passed.
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